y H SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Today’s Readings June 26, 2011

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 28:5-9
A reading from Jeremiah.

Then the prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and
all the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; °and the prophet Jeremiah said,
"Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, and
bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the exiles.
But listen now to this word that | speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people.
®The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, famine, and
pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. °As for the prophet who prophesies
peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that the LORD has
truly sent the prophet.”

PSALM: Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18
Cantor sings refrain. Assembly repeats refrain. Cantor sings verses. Assembly sings refrain at R.

Os |
A - . Py
| | ]| 1 | P » = P
[ i i f ud ud i ud O
(o] e | | | | 1 |
J 4 /K [ i T i
Your love, O Lorp, for - ev - er will I sing.

YYour love, O LORD, forever ! will I sing;
from age to age my mouth will pro- ! claim your faithfulness.
%For | am persuaded that your steadfast love is estab- ! lished forever;
you have set your faithfulness firmly ! in the heavens.
3| have made a covenant with my ! chosen one;
| have sworn an oath to Da- ! vid my servant:
| will establish your ! line forever,
and preserve your throne for all | generations.” R
®Happy are the people who know the ! festal shout!
They walk, O LORD, in the light | of your presence.
®They rejoice daily ' in your name;
they are jubilant ' in your righteousness.
YFor you are the glory ! of their strength,
and by your favor our might !is exalted.
®Truly, our shield belongs ' to the LORD;
our king to the Holy | One of Israel. R



SECOND READING: Romans 6:12-23
A reading from Romans.

2Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their
passions. *No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your
members to God as instruments of righteousness. **For sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but under grace.

“What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no
means! *°Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are
slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which
leads to righteousness? '’But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have
become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, '*and that
you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. *°| am speaking in
human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members
as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, SO now present your members as
slaves to righteousness for sanctification.

“When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. %So
what advantage did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of
those things is death. #But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the
advantage you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. #*For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:40-42

“‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who
sent me. *'Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet's
reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person will
receive the reward of the righteous; “?and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple — truly I tell you, none of these wilthese will lose their
reward."
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS: \ A\

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.
We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.

Sunday Matthew 10:40-42 Receiving and serving others
Maonday Luke 9:44-48 Welcoming the little ones
Tuesday Matthew 25:31-40 Receiving Christ in others
Wednesday Genesis 18:1-10 Abraham receives three visitors
Thursday Romans &:20-23 God gives eternal life

Friday Hebrews 13:1-3,15-16  Show hospitality to strangers
Saturday Psalm &8:4-10 God sets the lonely in families
Sunday Matthew 11:146-19,25-30 Rest for the weary

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK:

Sin pays off with death. But God's gift is eternal life given by
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Romans é:23 (CEV)

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS:

A Prayer for the Week:
Lord, open our hearts to welcome you this day, and then to welcome
others. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Upon this table food is spread, which we are blessed to share. We thank
you, God, for daily bread and for your endless care. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May God, who has set you free from sin, lead you to do what is right and
give you eternal life. Amen.

@ 2010 brant Falth Ministries. All ights reserved. Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Ministries.
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CARING CONVERSATION:

Discuss in your househeld or small group:

s What is the best birthday or Christmas gift you have ever received?

* ‘What is God's great gift to us? (read Romans &:23). How is a gift
different from a reward or a wage?

* Does this gift of God change the way you see and treat others? In
what ways?

DEVOTIONS:

Jesus said that anyone who gave one of his least important followers

a cup of cool water - just because that person was his follower - would
be rewarded (Matthew 10:42). Even small acts of kindness to our fellow
Christians do not escape God's attention! For your home devotion times
this week, set out a pitcher of water and a glass for each person. Take
turns filling one another’s glasses. Read Matthew 10:42 and say together
this prayer: "Lord Jesus, thank you for serving us. Please make us always
ready to serve others, in big ways and in small ways. Amen.”

SERVICE:

Extend a welcome to an individual or household from your congregation
or another congregation to join you for a meal in your home (preferably
people you don't know very well). Discuss how best to make them feel
welcome and divide tasks among members of your household (e.qg.
preparing your home, serving drinks or snacks, entertaining, cleaning up).
Remember that in serving your visitors you are serving Christ himself!

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS:

Psalm 89:1 says "I will sing of your love forever” Many people sing songs to
ease theirwork or entertain guests. Make a list of your household's favorite
Christian hymins and songs, and choose some new ones you would like

to learn and share. Make up a household songbook for use at home and
when traveling.

@ 2010Vibrant Farth Min istries. All rights ressrved. Written by Pr. Greg Frisbbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Minkstrias.



