’ H FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Today’s Readings May 15, 2011

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47
A reading from Acts.

“’They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread
and the prayers.

“3Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the
apostles. *“*All who believed were together and had all things in common; “they would sell their
possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. “°Day by day, as
they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with
glad and generous hearts, *praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by
day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

PSALM: Psalm 23
Cantor sings refrain. Assembly repeats refrain. Cantor sings verses. Assembly sings refrain at R.
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The Lorp is my  shep-herd; I shall not be in want.

The LORD 'is my shepherd:;
| shall not ' be in want.
*The LORD makes me lie down !in green pastures
and leads me be- ! side still waters.
%You restore my ! soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways ! for your name's sake.
“Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| shall ! fear no evil;
for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R
®You prepare a table before me in the presence ! of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is ' running over.
®Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days ! of my life,
and | will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R



SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25

A reading from first Peter.

®For it is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. %If

you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when
you do right and suffer for it, you have God's approval. 2'For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his
steps.

*2"He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth."

ZWhen he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; but he
entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. **He himself bore our sins in his body on the
cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been
healed.

“For you were going astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and
guardian of your souls.

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10

Very truly, | tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by
another way is a thief and a bandit. *The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the
sheep. °The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. “When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of
them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. °They will not follow a stranger,
but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ®Jesus used this
figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them.

’So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, | tell you, | am the gate for the sheep. 2All
who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. °I am the
gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. °The
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life, and have it
abundantly.
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS: \ 0\

These readings are related to the Lectionary readings for this Sunday.
We invite you to take time each day to read the assigned Bible passage.

Sunday John 10:1-10 Christ the shepherd

Monday Jeremiah 23:1-8 God will gather the flock

Tuesday Ezekiel 34:1-14 God will rescue his sheep
Wednesday  Ezekiel 34:20-31 God's promise of a shepherd
Thursday Matthew 18:10-14 The parable of the lost sheep
Friday John 10:11-18 The good shepherd diesfor the sheep
Saturday Psalm 100 We are the sheep of God'’s pasture
Sunday John 14:1-14 Jesus is the way, truth and life

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK:

Jesus said: "A thief comes only to rob, kill, and destroy. | came

so that everyone would have life, and have it in its fullest.”
John 10:10 (CEV)

SAY, PRAY AND BLESS:

A Prayer for the Week:
Jesus, our Good Shepherd: Help us to recognize your voice today and
follow you. Amen.

Mealtime Prayer:
Risen Lord Jesus, we praise you for the gifts of this table and our feast of
Easter joy. Fill us with your love and life. Amen.

A Blessing to Give:
May the Lord be your Good Shepherd. May he provide for all your needs
and refresh you inside and ocut. Amen.

@ 2010 brart Falth Ministries, All rights reserded. Written by Pr. Greg Priebbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith M inistries.
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CARING CONVERSATION:
Discuss in your household or small group:
» Which people do you trust most? Why?
* Jesus says his sheep listen to his voice and follow him (John 10:3-4).
‘When and where do you hear Jesus’ voice?
» How does listening to Jesus’ voice help us?

DEVOTIONS:

In your home devotional times this week, read together Psalm 23 ("The
Lord is my shepherd”). As an additional challenge, try to commit it to
Memory.

SERVICE:

Acts 2:42-47 describes how the early Christian believers worshipped
together and supported one another. How does your congregation
support members who are in need? Discuss ways in which you, as a
household, could become more involved in assisting fellow Christians
who may be experiencing difficulties of one form or another.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS:

Say this prayer together at bedtime or at the conclusion of your evening
meals this week.

Jesus, tender Shepherd, hear me,

bless your little lamb tonight.

Through the darkness please be nearme,
keep me safe till moming light.

Through this day your hand has led me,
and I thank you for your care.

You have warmed me, clothed and fed me; listen to my evening prayer.
Let my sins be all forgiven;

bless my friends and family too,

Take me, when | die, to heaven;

happy there to live with you. Amen.

@ 200V ibrant Fatth Ministries. All rights reserved. Whitten by Pr. Greg Prisbbenow and edited by Vibrant Faith Minkstries.



