
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of Mary, 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

  Angels we have heard on high, 
  sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
  and the mountains in reply, 
  echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
  gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

  Come to Bethlehem and see  
  him whose birth the angels sing; 
  come, adore on bended knee 
  Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own  
powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all  
the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our  
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly will please be seated.         
 
 

Isaiah 63:7–9 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, 
 the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 
 because of all that the LORD has done for us, 
 and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
 according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
  8For he said, "Surely they are my people, 
 children who will not deal falsely"; 
 and he became their savior 
  9in all their distress. 
 It was no messenger or angel 
 but his presence that saved them;  
 in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
 he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

                                                                            2.                                                                      

GREETING 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W O R D 
 
FIRST READING 
 
 

                               

 



O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you suffered death our lives to save:  have mercy now, we pray. 
 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
you set us free from guilt and grave:  have mercy now, we pray. 
 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 
eternal peace with God you made:  give us your peace, we pray. 
 
Assembly song and other music may accompany the communion. 

 

“What Child Is This?”                                                                    ELW 296 
“Word of God, Came Down on Earth”                                          ELW 510  
 

The assembly will please stand.                         
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. 
Amen               
 
Let us pray.   
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this 
meal we have feasted on your grace.  May your Word take flesh in us, 
that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to us 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

May Christ, born into time to bring endless peace, 
guide your days and years in righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord's face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
Amen. 
 
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                                                ELW 288             
 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
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COMMUNION SONG  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASSEMBLY SONGS  
DURING DISTRIBUTION 
OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
 
 
PRAYER  AFTER 
COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 

S E N D I N G  
 
BLESSING                                          
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SENDING SONG                                             
 
DISMISSAL                                 
 
POSTLUDE 

Psalm 148 
 

The psalm will be read responsively by whole verse.  The assembly will read 
the verses in bold print. 
 
1Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
 praise God in the heights. 
2Praise the LORD, all you angels; 
 sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 
 sing praise, all you shining stars. 
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 
 and you waters above the heavens. 
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
 who commanded, and they were created, 
6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
 giving them a law that shall not pass away.    
7Praise the LORD from the earth, 
 you sea monsters and all deeps; 
8fire and hail, snow and fog, 
 tempestuous wind, doing God's will; 
9mountains and all hills, 
 fruit trees and all cedars; 
10wild beasts and all cattle, 
 creeping things and flying birds; 
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
 princes and all rulers of the world; 
12young men and maidens, 
 old and young together.    
13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
 whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and 
  heaven. 
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all 
  faithful servants, 
 the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD.  
  Hallelujah!    
  

Hebrews 2:10–18 
 

A reading from Hebrews. 
 
10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in 
bringing many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salva-
tion perfect through sufferings.  11For the one who sanctifies and those 
who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters,  12saying, 
 "I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
 in the midst of the congregation I will praise you."           >>>>> 
 
                                    3. 

PSALM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SECOND READING 
 
 
 
 
 



  13And again, 
 "I will put my trust in him."        
And again, 
 "Here am I and the children whom God has given me." 
  14Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself like-
wise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy 
the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,  15and free those 
who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death.  16For it is 
clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abra-
ham.  17Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in 
every respect, so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in 
the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people.  18Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is 
able to help those who are being tested. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly will please stand to welcome the gospel.   
 

“Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
 

Refrain 
  Go tell it on the mountain, 
  over the hills and ev'rywhere; 
  go tell it on the mountain 
  that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

  Down in a lonely manger 
  the humble Christ was born; 
  and God sent us salvation 
  that blessed Christmas morn.  Refrain 
 

Matthew 2:13–23  
 
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for 
the child, to destroy him."  14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt,  15and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet, "Out of Egypt I have called my son." 
  16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 
he was infuriated, and he sent and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, according to the time that 
he had learned from the wise men.  17Then was fulfilled what had been 
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah:                                   >>>>> 

 

4. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL CAROL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GOSPEL 

We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 
We look with hope for his coming. 
Come, Lord Jesus.          
 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 
Come among us. 
Bless this meal. 
May your Word take flesh in us. 
Awaken your people. 
Fill us with your light. 
Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

All praise and glory are yours, 
Holy One of Israel, 
Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Let us pray with confidence the words our Savior gave us. 
Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, 
 your will be done, 
  on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
 as we forgive those 
 who sin against us.   
Save us from the time of trial 
 and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever. Amen. 
 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
                                  
The assembly will please be seated. 
 
We believe in the real presence of Christ in the bread and wine. Please come 
forward to receive Holy Communion at the direction of the ushers and kneel or 
stand at the altar as you are able.  All baptized Christians are invited to receive 
the Sacrament. Grape juice  is available in the center ring of each tray. If you 
require a gluten free wafer, please proceed to the side of the altar where the 
pastor is serving.  Children who have not received first Communion instruction 
and children who do not receive Holy Communion in their home congregation 
are invited to the altar for a blessing.  After you have communed, please remain 
until you are dismissed by the Pastor. 
                                                                   
                                     9. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INVITATION TO  
COMMUNION 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY 
COMMUNION 
 
 
 
 



In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh 
you have opened the eyes of faith 
to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, 
we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets' hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
the Word made flesh.                                                                   
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

With this bread and cup 
we remember your Word dwelling among us, 
full of grace and truth.                                                         >>>>> 

 
 

                                                                           8. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT  
THE TABLE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  18"A voice was heard in Ramah, 
 wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; 
 she refused to be consoled, because they are no more." 
  19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt and said,  20Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the 
child's life are dead.  21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother, and went to the land of Israel.  22But when he heard that Arche-
laus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the dis-
trict of Galilee.  23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, 
so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, 
"He will be called a Nazorean." 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly will please be seated.  Please pass the attendance registers at 
this time. 
 
                                                
The assembly will please stand to proclaim the word of God in song. 
 
“Once In Royal David’s City”                                                      ELW 269 
 
Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith. 
We believe in one God, 
 the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, 
 of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father, 
 God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
 For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried.           >>>>>  
   

                                                                            5.                                      
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON 
 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY                                  
 
CREED                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of Mary, 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

“Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 

  Angels we have heard on high, 
  sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
  and the mountains in reply, 
  echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
  gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 

  Come to Bethlehem and see  
  him whose birth the angels sing; 
  come, adore on bended knee 
  Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  Refrain 
 
Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own  
powers. As you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all  
the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our  
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

The assembly will please be seated.         
 
 

Isaiah 63:7–9 
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 

I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, 
 the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 
 because of all that the LORD has done for us, 
 and the great favor to the house of Israel 
 that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
 according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
  8For he said, "Surely they are my people, 
 children who will not deal falsely"; 
 and he became their savior 
  9in all their distress. 
 It was no messenger or angel 
 but his presence that saved them;  
 in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
 he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GREETING 
 
 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W O R D 
 
FIRST READING 
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Silence is kept as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship. 
 
The assembly will please stand and turn to face the Baptismal font.  All may 
make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins: 
 
In the name of the Father, 
and of the + Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's 
mercy and forgiveness.  Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over 
the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in 
which you took delight. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy 
Spirit.  By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we 
praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower us with your 
Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
 
To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
As the Processional cross passes, please turn to the altar. 
 
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                                                 ELW 270
                                                     
                                     1. 

PASTORAL WELCOME 
AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR 
BAPTISM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GATHERING SONG 




